A place to belong

Template for an Access Appraisal

Please read “A place to belong: A Guide to access, inclusion and welcome in our churches” before carrying out this audit.

Please note that this template gives general guidance, and is designed for a small group to complete.  We suggest that such a group should comprise people with lived experience of disability; people with leadership responsibility for different areas of church life, and the incumbent or minister. 

More detailed information on gradient of ramps, clear print guidelines etc. can be found in other resources, listed in the Resources section of the first document.

Church:

 

Date:

 

Present:

Name




Role




Name




Role




Name




Role

	1
	Introduction: reason for this appraisal, for example building refurbishment or extension; new mission action plan, or funding application for building development.



	2
	Purpose of this appraisal

We believe that the Gospel message is for all people, and so we need to think about how we can be more inclusive of people with disabilities, mental health challenges, and people with autism, and whether there may be barriers – visible or invisible – which prevent their involvement in church life.  



	3
	Tell us about this church /parish in general

What kind of community / area is it?  How representative is the church of its local community? What kind of understanding do the people in this church have of disability, mental health and autism?



	4
	Current issues / concerns / projects

What are the current concerns of this church?  E.g. mission in a particular area?  Renovation or reordering of the building?  New initiatives?  Is there a mission action plan?



	5
	Legal responsibilities under the Equality Act

See pages 3 – 4 of the Guide.



	6
	Definition of disability

Please remember that the definition of “disability” (which includes mental health issues) in the Equality Act is much broader than we often think:

“a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on the ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.”

See page 3 of the Guide.



	7
	Finding your church
See page 4 of the Guide.



	8
	Car parking

See page 5 of the Guide.

For details on accessible car parking, see Through the Roof’s Come in! and Widening the eye of the needle.



	9
	Notice boards and signage

See page 5 of the Guide.



	10
	Approach to the church

See page 5 of the Guide.  For details of external areas, see Through the Roof’s Come in! and Widening the eye of the needle.



	11
	Entrance

See page 6 of the Guide.  For details of dimensions and gradients of ramps, requirements for handrails and markings on steps etc, see

Through the Roof’s Come in! and Widening the eye of the needle.



	12
	Lighting and lip reading

See pages 6 -7 of the Guide.



	13
	Moving around inside the church – is there access for all to all places?

See page 8 of the Guide.  For details of internal areas, see Through the Roof’s Come in! and Widening the eye of the needle.



	14
	Seating

See page 8 of the Guide.  



	15
	Hearing loop

See page 7 of the Guide.



	16
	Printed and screen-based materials

See page 9 of the Guide.  For guidelines on how to ensure all your printed and screen-based materials are really accessible, and why this is important, see The View from the Pew by Bill Braviner and David Lucas.  



	17
	Welcome for people with learning disabilities

See page 10 of the Guide.  For more information see Opening the Doors.



	18
	Welcome for people on the autism spectrum

See page 10 of the Guide.  For more information see Oxford Diocese’s Welcoming Autistic People in our Churches and Communities and Through the Roof’s A Welcoming Place: Autistic Young People in Church.


	19
	Welcome for people with mental health needs

See pages 10 – 11 of the Guide.  For more information see The Mental Health Access Pack.

 

	20
	Welcome for children with additional needs

See page 11 of the Guide.  For more information see Special Children, Special Needs by Simon Bass.



	21
	Toilets

See page 9 of the Guide. For details of dimensions and decor, see Through the Roof’s Come in! and Widening the eye of the needle.


	22
	Kitchen

See Through the Roof’s Come in!



	23
	Church hall and other related buildings

Where the church or PCC owns or has responsibility for a hall or meeting rooms etc, the same considerations relating to access apply as for the church itself.



	24
	And finally

Have you asked your congregation / community about any particular access needs they have identified?  Do you or they know someone who would come if something was different?
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