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FIRE SAFETY POLICY

This policy is written as an extension of the (INSERT CHURCH NAME) Health and Safety Policy, endorsed by the Parochial Church Council (PCC).

Policy Statement
The PCC will ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, that the risk from fire will be managed in compliance with The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 which covers general fire safety in England and Wales. Management of fire risk will be undertaken in such a way as to prevent injury or ill-health to Church members, visitors, Church Hall users and Contractors.

Aims/Objectives
· To ensure compliance with all relevant legislation.
· To ensure effective liaison with the local fire authority where appropriate.
· To undertake suitable and sufficient fire risk assessments of all premises and activities within the premises.
· To identify and implement reasonably practicable control measures to control risk from fire.
· To conduct regular testing of emergency equipment.
· To conduct regular fire safety inspections.

Responsibilities
· The Church Wardens will ensure that the appropriate policies, procedures and audit protocols are in place and reviewed annually, or when a significant change has taken place.
· The Church Administrator will instruct Church Hall users to read the fire regulations and carry out a risk assessment.
· Church Hall users should be familiar with the Church fire procedures for the building, check all fire exits, location of fire extinguishers and carry out a fire risk assessment before commencement of any activities and take adequate fire precautions.
· Church and Church Hall users using their own or other outside electrical equipment should ensure that it is PAT tested.
· The PCC will ensure that regular inspections are carried out on fire safety equipment, fire exits and warning signs.
· The PCC will ensure that audits are carried out periodically to ensure the effectiveness of control measures.
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