
W E L C O M E  TO  G E N E RO S I T Y  W E E K  2 0 2 4
Welcome to this second Generosity Week newsletter. Generosity 
Week is an eight day gift a church gives itself to consider how it 
can encourage generosity and enable giving. The national week 
runs from 29 September until 6 October, but you can have a 
Generosity Week at any time that suits you. 

What do I do?
• Have a Generous Church Review, to give yourself a           

starting point
• Plan two Sundays’ worth of services, one on gratitude         

and one on generosity
• Looking at your church and its interests, pick one or         

two other activities from the Generosity Week website.

Everything you need is here or click on 
the link at the bottom of the page: 

 

Contact: giving@churchofengland.org
Generosity Week Resources for Churches | The Church of England

I M PAC T  R E P O RT I N G
Impact is about how we are realising our vision as a 
church. It’s not ‘we now have a new tea point’, it’s 
‘because we have a new tea point we can invite the 
elderly to meet in our building’. It’s not ‘we made 28 
rounds of sandwiches’ but ’28 children went to school 

with a packed lunch that day’. It’s hard to keep track when you’re 
busy organising something, but making a quick voice note of how 
many people were there, anything that struck you, things people 
said (even record them saying it), how you might do it again, as 
well as pictures and video clips make this job a lot easier. If you 
can delegate it someone else, so much the better. More formal 
impact report guidance is available from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and from the Diocese of Hereford (pg 247).

Each month till September, 
we’re looking at one way of 
nurturing generosity and 
one way of enabling giving. 
This month it’s Discipleship 
and Impact Reporting.

Do you think people in your churchunderstand why they contribute toparish share, and would they regardthemselves as willing givers?

YES NO UNSURE

GENEROUS CHURCHCHECKLIST
Within the last year has there beenany preaching in your church,specifically on our call as Christiansto be generous people in the way welive and give?

Away from Sunday worship, forexample during midweek groups orat church away days, has there beenany focus on our call to live generouslives?

Our Parish Share Explained booklet sets out whychurches are invited to contribute to parish shareand how that money is spent. It also gives anunderstanding of  the cost of resourcing diocesanwide mission and ministry. Encouraging commentsabout the central support you receive from thediocese on a regular basis can also be helpful.

Why not consider running our Exploring Generositycourse, suitable for any time of year, or ourSurprised By Generosity Lent course.Motivational bite-sized videos, great for churchaway days or to provide some spiritual content forsocial evenings, are also available on our Teachingand Nurturing Generosity webpage.

If you’re not sure how to start to cover the subjectpositively yet sensitively, draft sermon plans andpre-recorded video sermons are available on theTeaching and Nurturing Generosity webpage. Mostfollow the lectionary for selected weeks throughoutthe year and are available on YouTube or in MP4format by request.

In the last 12 months, have youformally given thanks for financialgifts, explained how money has beenspent, set out a vision for the yearahead and invited people to give toany shortfall in achieving the vision? 

It’s time to have a Giving Review. This takes time toprepare and plan, and will work best if the stepsmentioned above are already in place. The Generous Giving Team are available to supportyou with tools and templates including ourdownloadable Giving Review Guide and GivingProfile Tool.

Do you model generosity in the lifeof the church both amongst oneanother and by being generous tothe community around you?

Visit our Generous Living web page and take a lookat our guidance notes on Developing a GenerousCulture in church life. You could also consider aGenerosity Fika which is a short programme for asmall group using films, reflections and discussionto challenge participants to a deeper level ofpersonal generosity.

NURTURING GENEROSITY
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YES NO UNSURE

YES NO UNSURE

YES NO UNSURE

J U LY  N E W S L E T T E R  I S S U E 2
A Generosity Prayer - Dear Lord, Help us to be generous and do all the good we can, 

by all the means we can, in all the ways we can, in all the places we can, 
at all the times we can, to all the people we can, for as long as we can. Amen John Wesley

DISC IPLESHIP
A sermon is a good place 
to start talking about              
generosity, but it can be 
hard to get going. The 
Diocese of Rochester has 

produced Preaching Generosity. Each week, 
a short sermon idea drawn from one of 
that week’s Common Worship lectionary           
readings gives preachers the tools to become 
comfortable and confident in preaching about 
generosity. You can look up all the ideas for 
this year so far, and sign up to be sent new 
material as it becomes available.  

Preaching Generosity is only one of the 
preaching resources available – take a look at 
the others here. 

G E N E RO S I T Y 
C H E C K L I ST
How generous is your 
church? Not sure?  
Newcastle diocese has 
produced two 
powerful checklists – 
one to look at 
nurturing generosity 
in your church, and the 
other at how you give people the opportunity 
to give. Each has a small handful of questions 
with simple yes/no answers, along with 
suggestions of how to develop in that area.
You can download them free from the 
Newcastle website. 
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https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/generosity-resources/generosity-week/generosity-week-resources
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/generosity-resources/generosity-week/generosity-week-resources
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding/good-practice-guidance/evaluation
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding/good-practice-guidance/evaluation
https://www.hereford.anglican.org/crossing-the-threshold-toolkit
https://www.rochester.anglican.org/for-leaders/preaching-generosity/
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-life/what-we-believe/advent-and-christmas/preaching-resources
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5fbc2ba5a8086/content/pages/documents/generosity%20checklist%20(amended).pdf

