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Introduction to the 10 Principles of Fairtrade Bible 
Study Guide  
This Bible study guide is designed for UK-based churches and followers of Jesus 
Christ to explore the Fairtrade movement through a biblical lens. By reflecting on 
how we consume products, engage with business practices, and trade globally, we 
seek to align these choices with the teachings of Jesus. 

Fair Trade is defined as "a trading partnership, based on dialogue, transparency, and 
respect that seeks greater equity in international trade." This movement prioritises 
people and the planet over profit, promoting sustainable development and justice for 
the most marginalised producers, especially those in the Global South. 

As you work through this guide, take time to reflect on 
each principle and its biblical connections. We 
recommend using the W-R-A-P method: 

• Word: Read the scriptures and consider how they 
connect with the Fairtrade principle. 
• Reflection: How has your thinking or perspective 
changed after reading these scriptures? 
• Action: What practical steps can you take in 
response to this study? 
• Prayer: Compose a prayer that draws on the 

principle, the scriptures, and your reflections. 

Before beginning each session, offer thanks to God for the Earth and its resources, 
and reflect on the historic and ongoing stewardship of the land, especially 
remembering the diverse communities in the UK and their contributions to social and 
economic justice. 

What Does the Bible Say? 

It is tempting to use scripture out of context to justify nearly any action. For example, 
a profit-driven entrepreneur could point to James 4:13, which says, “Come now, you 
who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a town and spend a year 
there, doing business and making money,’” as a scriptural backing for pursuing 
wealth. However, this is not a reflection of the broader biblical narrative on justice, 
mercy, or ethical business practices. 

We’ve all encountered moments when a passage of scripture leaves us scratching 
our heads. Have you ever wondered, “What is this verse trying to tell me?” Or 
questioned how the God described in the Old Testament aligns with the God 
revealed through Jesus Christ? Moreover, how does scripture, written over 
thousands of years, fit into our modern context, particularly in light of science and 
societal change? The astonishing thing about the Bible isn’t that parts of it are 
challenging to interpret; rather, it’s remarkable that it speaks so clearly to our lives 
across centuries. For example, slavery is mentioned in various parts of the Bible as a 
norm in society. But it was the evangelical Christian movement in the 19th century 



that spearheaded the abolition of slavery, recognising that this practice contradicted 
the core biblical message of love and justice. 

Studying the Bible Through the Lens of Fairtrade 

The purpose of these studies is to explore the relationship between the Bible and the 
10 Principles of Fairtrade. The goal is not to force scripture to fit these principles but 
to reflect on how biblical teachings align with the values of justice, transparency, and 
care for the marginalised, which underpin Fairtrade. 

When studying the Bible, context is key. Each book was written in a specific time, for 
a specific people, with cultural norms and understandings that may differ vastly from 
ours. Whether we are reading Numbers or Revelation, we must consider how these 
words, written thousands of years ago, still carry relevance in today’s world. 

The approach taken in these studies is thematic, guided by the principles of 
Fairtrade. Where we begin with the Bible often reflects where we find ourselves on 
the Christian spectrum—whether we lean more towards Fundamentalism, 
Evangelicalism, or a more Progressive or Liberal approach to faith. However, these 
studies do not seek to endorse a specific theological stance. Instead, the Bible is 
viewed as a witness to the living Word, Jesus Christ, whose teachings on justice, 
love, and mercy are central to our understanding of Fairtrade. 

The Foundation of These Studies: Love (Agape) 

The biblical principle that runs through these studies is agape the selfless, sacrificial 
love that is central to the Christian faith. 

• First, there is the love that God has for all creation, expressed most clearly in 
John 3:16: “For God so loved the world (cosmos) that he gave his one and 
only Son...”. This is the foundation upon which our call to justice is built. 

• Second, is our response to God’s love. When Jesus was asked about the 
greatest commandment, He answered: “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind... And love your neighbour 
as yourself” (Matthew 22:34-40, Mark 12:28-34, Luke 10:25-28). 

Jesus further expounded on what it means to love our neighbour in the parable of 
the Good Samaritan, where He challenges us to care for those in need, regardless of 
societal divisions. This principle of love is foundational to all ten Fairtrade 
principles—each rooted in the idea of love for God, love for neighbour, and love for 
creation. 

In essence, these Bible studies are designed to encourage reflection on how we live 
out our faith through actions that reflect justice, love, and mercy. The principles of 
Fairtrade offer a practical framework for this, as they align with biblical teachings that 
call us to care for the vulnerable, treat others fairly, and act as stewards of God’s 
creation. 

  



Bible Lesson 1: Principle 1 – Opportunities for 
Disadvantaged Producers 
Fair Trade Principle: Fairtrade organisations work to reduce poverty by providing 
disadvantaged producers with opportunities to become self-sufficient. These 
producers may be small farmers, artisans, or cooperatives struggling to secure a 
stable income. As we approach this study, let’s use the WRAP method to guide us. 
We will read the Word, reflect on how it applies to Fairtrade principles, consider 
actions we can take, and close with a prayer for justice. 

Scriptures to Study: 

• 1 Kings 21 – Naboth’s Vineyard: A story of injustice and abuse of power 
where the vulnerable are exploited. 

• Micah 6:6-8 – What does the Lord require? To act justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with God. 

• Luke 1:46-55 – The Magnificat: Mary's song of praise for a God who uplifts 
the poor and brings justice to the oppressed. 

Reflection: Consider how your shopping choices may impact the most vulnerable. 
Are you supporting businesses that exploit disadvantaged producers, or are you 
contributing to their self-sufficiency through Fairtrade? How can your faith in a just 
God influence the way you engage with global trade? 

Action: Commit to purchasing Fairtrade goods as much as possible. Advocate for 
Fair Trade products in your local church, community groups, or workplace. 

Prayer: Loving God, we give thanks for the opportunities that Fairtrade provides to 
those living in poverty. Help us to live justly, reflecting Your love for the vulnerable 
through our choices. Teach us to lift others up as You lift us. Amen. 

 
  



Sermon 1: Opportunities for Disadvantaged Producers – A Call to Justice and Mercy 

Scriptures: 

• 1 Kings 21 (Naboth’s Vineyard) 
• Micah 6:6-8 
• Luke 1:46-55 (The Magnificat) 

 

Introduction: 

Good morning, Church. Today, we begin with Principle 1 of Fairtrade – 
Opportunities for Disadvantaged Producers. This principle is about providing 
opportunities for small farmers, artisans, and cooperatives who struggle to make a 
stable income. Fairtrade organisations work to reduce poverty by creating 
opportunities for these producers to become self-sufficient, ensuring they can live 
with dignity and support their families. 

As Christians, we are called to reflect God’s justice, mercy, and love in all that we do, 
including the way we engage with the global economy. Today, we will explore what 
the Bible says about justice for the poor and vulnerable, and how we can align our 
choices with God’s desire to uplift and empower those who are often exploited. 

 
1 Kings 21 – Naboth’s Vineyard: A Story of Injustice 

In 1 Kings 21, we find the story of Naboth’s vineyard, a powerful account of injustice 
and abuse of power. Naboth owned a vineyard that King Ahab coveted. When 
Naboth refused to sell it because it was his family’s inheritance, Queen Jezebel 
devised a plot to falsely accuse him and have him executed so Ahab could take the 
land. 
“So they took Naboth outside the city and stoned him to death... As soon as 
Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned to death, she said to Ahab, ‘Get up 
and take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite that he refused to 
sell you.’” (1 Kings 21:13-15) 

This is a tragic story of exploitation and injustice. Naboth, a vulnerable man simply 
trying to hold on to his inheritance, was crushed by the greed of the powerful. His 
land was taken from him, and his life was lost. 

In many ways, this story reflects the exploitation of small farmers and producers in 
today’s world. Large corporations often exploit the vulnerable, paying them unfair 
wages, taking their land, or forcing them into unjust trade practices. But just as God 
was angered by the injustice done to Naboth, He is angered by the exploitation of 
the poor and vulnerable today. 

 



Fairtrade provides an alternative to this exploitation. It creates opportunities for small 
producers to sell their goods at a fair price, allowing them to sustain their livelihoods 
and avoid the fate of Naboth. As Christians, we are called to stand against 
exploitation and support systems that uphold justice and fairness. 

 
Micah 6:6-8 – What Does the Lord Require? 

In Micah 6:6-8, the prophet Micah asks the people of Israel what kind of worship truly 
pleases God. The answer is clear: 
“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” 

God does not desire empty rituals or sacrifices. What He desires is for us to act 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with Him. This call to justice and mercy is 
central to how we should live our lives, including how we engage with global trade. 

In today’s world, acting justly means supporting systems that treat workers fairly 
and ensure that producers receive a fair price for their goods. It means avoiding 
companies and products that exploit vulnerable workers for profit. Fairtrade aligns 
with this call to justice by ensuring that farmers, artisans, and other producers are 
paid fairly for their work, allowing them to live with dignity. 

Loving mercy means caring for the vulnerable and disadvantaged, just as God 
cares for them. By purchasing Fairtrade goods, we are showing mercy to those who 
are often overlooked and exploited in the global economy. 

 
Luke 1:46-55 – The Magnificat: God Uplifts the Poor 

The Magnificat, Mary’s song of praise in Luke 1:46-55, is a beautiful proclamation of 
God’s heart for the poor and oppressed. Mary declares: 
“He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 
He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away 
empty.” (Luke 1:52-53) 

In this passage, Mary celebrates a God who lifts up the poor and brings justice to 
the oppressed. This is a God who cares deeply about the plight of the vulnerable and 
who works to bring about justice for those who are marginalized. 

Fairtrade embodies this same vision of justice. It seeks to uplift the poor by 
providing them with opportunities to sell their goods at a fair price, breaking the cycle 
of poverty and exploitation. When we support Fairtrade, we are participating in God’s 
work of lifting up the humble and ensuring that the vulnerable are treated with 
dignity. 

 



Reflection: How Do Your Choices Impact the Most Vulnerable? 

As we reflect on these scriptures, we are reminded that unjust practices—whether 
in ancient Israel or in today’s global economy—are condemned by God. He calls us 
to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with Him. But what does this look like 
in our everyday lives? 

Each time we purchase a product, we are making a choice that impacts someone 
else’s life. If we support businesses that exploit workers and pay unfair wages, we 
are complicit in that exploitation. But if we choose to support Fairtrade products, we 
are contributing to the self-sufficiency of small producers, ensuring that they are 
paid fairly for their labour and can support their families. 

So, how can your faith in a just God influence the way you engage with global 
trade? How can you make choices that reflect God’s heart for justice, mercy, 
and fairness? 

 
Action: Commit to Supporting Fairtrade 

I want to encourage all of us to take practical steps in response to today’s lesson. 
Let’s commit to purchasing Fairtrade goods whenever possible. This may mean 
looking for the Fairtrade label on products like coffee, tea, chocolate, and clothing. 
By choosing Fairtrade, we are supporting farmers and workers who are paid fairly for 
their labour and are given the opportunity to improve their lives. 

Let’s also advocate for Fairtrade in our local communities, workplaces, and 
churches. Encourage your church to use Fairtrade products in events and services. 
Organise discussions or awareness campaigns to help others understand the 
importance of fair trade and ethical consumption. Together, we can make a 
difference by ensuring that the most vulnerable are treated with dignity. 

 
Prayer: 

Let us pray. 

Loving God, 
We give thanks for the opportunities that Fairtrade provides to those living in poverty. 
We thank You for the chance to participate in Your work of justice, lifting up the 
vulnerable and treating all people with dignity. Help us to live justly, reflecting Your 
love for the poor and oppressed through our choices. Teach us to lift others up as 
You lift us, and guide us to be agents of Your justice in the world. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 



Conclusion: 

As we leave today, let us remember that God’s call to justice is not just about what 
happens in church—it’s about how we live our daily lives. By supporting Fairtrade, 
we can ensure that the choices we make reflect God’s heart for the poor and 
vulnerable. Let us commit to making fair and just choices in the products we buy and 
to advocating for justice in our communities. Amen. 

  



Bible Lesson 2: Principle 2 – Transparency & 
Accountability 
Fairtrade Principle: Fairtrade organisations operate with transparency and involve 
stakeholders, employees, and producers in decision-making processes. As we 
approach this study, let’s use the WRAP method to guide us. We will read the Word, 
reflect on how it applies to Fairtrade principles, consider actions we can take, and 
close with a prayer for justice. 

Scriptures to Study: 

• Ruth 4 – Boaz’s redemption of Ruth through transparent actions in front of the 
community. 

• Luke 12:42-48 – The parable of the faithful and unfaithful servant, highlighting 
the importance of doing right and being held accountable. 

• Psalm 72 – A prayer for a just king to lead with fairness and transparency. 

Reflection: Transparency is a cornerstone of trust. Fairtrade organisations ensure 
transparency in every step, from sourcing to the final product. How can your faith 
communities demand transparency and fairness from the companies you support? 
How does this align with God’s desire for justice and honesty? 

Action: Research the supply chains of the products you use regularly. Encourage 
your church or community to promote ethical and transparent businesses. 

Prayer: Gracious God, we thank You for the example of transparency and 
accountability set before us in Your Word. Help us to demand fairness and openness 
in all our dealings and to reflect this integrity in our own lives. Amen. 

 
  



Sermon 2: Transparency and Accountability – Building Trust in Trade 
and Faith 

Scriptures: 

• Ruth 4 
• Luke 12:42-48 
• Psalm 72 

 

Introduction: 

Good morning, Church. Today, we reflect on Principle 2 of Fairtrade – 
Transparency and Accountability. Fairtrade organisations ensure that 
transparency and accountability are at the heart of their operations, from the way 
products are sourced to how decisions are made. This principle is critical for building 
trust between producers, consumers, and businesses. 

As followers of Christ, we know that transparency and accountability are also 
fundamental to how we are called to live. In scripture, we are reminded time and 
again that God desires honesty, fairness, and integrity from His people, whether in 
business, leadership, or personal relationships. Today, we will look at how these 
biblical principles can guide us to promote fairness and transparency in trade, while 
also reflecting God’s justice in our everyday lives. 

 

Ruth 4 – Boaz’s Transparent Redemption of Ruth 

In Ruth 4, we find a beautiful example of transparency and accountability in action. 
After Ruth and Boaz meet and develop a bond, Boaz goes to the city gate to redeem 
Ruth according to the customs of the time. Boaz doesn’t act secretly or behind 
closed doors. Instead, he calls together the elders and the community to witness his 
actions and ensure that everything is done properly and openly: 
“Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, ‘Today you are witnesses that 
I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon. I 
have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to 
maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his name will not 
disappear from among his family or from his hometown. Today you are 
witnesses!’” (Ruth 4:9-10) 

Boaz’s actions were completely transparent. He made sure that the entire 
community was involved in the decision-making process, leaving no room for 
confusion or doubt. His transparency built trust and demonstrated his commitment to 
doing what was right in the eyes of the community and in the sight of God. 

This same principle of transparency in action is central to Fairtrade practices. 
Fairtrade organisations ensure that everyone involved in the supply chain, from 
producers to consumers, knows what is happening at every step. Decisions are 



made openly, and stakeholders have a voice in the process. As consumers, we 
should demand this same level of transparency in the products we buy and the 
companies we support. 

 

Luke 12:42-48 – The Parable of the Faithful and Unfaithful Servant 

In Luke 12:42-48, Jesus tells the parable of the faithful and unfaithful servant, 
teaching us the importance of doing what is right, even when no one is watching: 
“The Lord answered, ‘Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the 
master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the 
proper time? It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so 
when he returns.’” 

The faithful servant is one who carries out his duties with integrity, ensuring that the 
people under his care are treated fairly and given what they need. In contrast, the 
unfaithful servant abuses his power, thinking that no one will notice or hold him 
accountable. 

This parable speaks directly to the heart of accountability. God expects us to act 
with fairness and responsibility, knowing that we will be held accountable for our 
actions. In the same way, businesses, organisations, and leaders are accountable 
for how they treat their workers, customers, and stakeholders. Fairtrade 
organisations strive to hold businesses accountable for their actions, ensuring 
that justice is done and that workers are treated fairly and transparently. 

As Christians, we are called to hold ourselves and the companies we support to the 
same standard of integrity and accountability. Just as the faithful servant was 
responsible for ensuring fairness in his dealings, we must demand that the 
businesses we engage with operate with transparency and uphold the dignity of their 
workers. 

 

Psalm 72 – A Prayer for a Just and Transparent King 

Psalm 72 is a prayer for a king who will rule with justice and fairness. The psalmist 
prays for a king who will defend the cause of the poor and lead with transparency 
and righteousness: 
“Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your 
righteousness. May he judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones 
with justice... For he will deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted who have 
no one to help.” (Psalm 72:1-2, 12) 

This psalm reminds us that just leadership is marked by fairness, transparency, and 
care for the vulnerable. God’s desire for leaders, both in government and in 
business, is that they rule with integrity and ensure that justice is done for all, 
especially those who are most vulnerable. 



Fairtrade organisations embody this principle by ensuring that workers, especially 
those in disadvantaged communities, are treated fairly. They involve stakeholders at 
every level, making decisions in an open and transparent manner. As people of faith, 
we are called to support such practices and to pray for leaders who will lead with 
justice, transparency, and compassion. 

 

 

Reflection: Transparency and Accountability in Our Lives 

Transparency is the cornerstone of trust, and without it, we cannot build just 
systems. Fairtrade ensures transparency in every step of the supply chain, from 
sourcing to the final product. But how can we, as individuals and as faith 
communities, demand the same level of transparency and fairness from the 
companies we support? 

First, we must be informed. Do we know where our products come from? Are the 
companies we buy from transparent about their sourcing, production, and labour 
practices? We should seek to understand the supply chains of the products we use 
regularly and support businesses that prioritise transparency and accountability. 

Second, we should be advocates for fair and ethical business practices. This can 
mean raising awareness in our communities, encouraging others to buy from 
transparent and ethical companies, and holding businesses accountable for how 
they treat workers and produce their goods. 

Finally, transparency begins with us. We are called to be transparent and 
accountable in our own lives, in our dealings with others, and in the decisions we 
make. When we live with integrity, we reflect God’s justice and truth in the world. 

 

Action: Research and Promote Transparency 

Let’s take action today by committing to research the supply chains of the products 
we use regularly. Look into how the companies you support operate—are they 
transparent about their practices? Do they treat workers fairly? 

Encourage your church or community to promote ethical and transparent 
businesses. Whether through discussions, educational events, or simply sharing 
information, we can help others understand the importance of supporting companies 
that prioritise fairness and justice. 

 
  



Prayer: 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, 
We thank You for the example of transparency and accountability set before us in 
Your Word. Help us to demand fairness and openness in all our dealings, whether in 
business, trade, or community life. May we reflect Your integrity and justice in all that 
we do, ensuring that we act with honesty and transparency in our own lives. Give us 
the courage to stand for what is right and to promote fairness and accountability in 
the world around us. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Conclusion: 

As we leave here today, let us remember that God calls us to transparency and 
accountability. Whether we are engaging in business, leading others, or making 
daily decisions, we are called to act with fairness, honesty, and integrity. By 
supporting Fairtrade and other ethical businesses, we can help create a world 
where justice and transparency are at the heart of trade and business. Let us 
commit to living out these values in our everyday lives, reflecting the justice and love 
of God. Amen. 

  



Bible Lesson 3: Principle 3 – Fairtrade Practices 
Fairtrade Principle: Fairtrade organisations prioritise people and the environment 
over profits, ensuring that trade practices are fair and sustainable. As we approach 
this study, let’s use the WRAP method to guide us. We will read the Word, reflect on 
how it applies to Fairtrade principles, consider actions we can take, and close with a 
prayer for justice. 

Scriptures to Study: 

• Amos 2:6-8 – God’s judgement against Israel for unjust trade and exploitation 
of the poor. 

• John 2:13-22 – Jesus drives the money changers out of the temple, 
protesting against the exploitation of worshippers through unfair trade. 

• Luke 4:14-21 – Jesus' manifesto of justice: proclaiming good news to the 
poor and freedom for the oppressed. 

Reflection: Unjust practices are condemned throughout the Bible. The Fairtrade 
movement offers an alternative, ensuring that producers are treated with dignity. 
How can you support these efforts in your everyday life? Are there unjust practices 
you need to challenge in your own community? 

Action: Get involved in campaigns for fair trade and ethical sourcing in your local 
area. Speak up when you see injustice, whether it’s in business, trade, or community 
dealings. 

Prayer: God of Justice, we pray for the courage to stand against unjust practices in 
trade and business. Help us to be advocates for those who are marginalised and 
exploited, and to reflect Your love in our actions. Amen. 

 
  



Sermon: Fairtrade Practices – Putting People and the Planet Over Profit 

Scriptures: 

• Amos 2:6-8 
• John 2:13-22 
• Luke 4:14-21 

 

Introduction: 

Good morning, Church. Today we will explore Principle 3 of Fairtrade – Fairtrade 
Practices. This principle prioritises people and the environment over profits, 
ensuring that trade practices are fair and sustainable. Fairtrade promotes an 
economic system where workers and producers are treated with dignity, where the 
environment is protected, and where justice is at the core of business practices. 

The Bible repeatedly condemns unjust practices, particularly those that exploit the 
poor and the vulnerable. We will look at how scripture calls us to engage in just 
practices in business, trade, and community life. Together, we’ll reflect on how the 
Fairtrade movement offers us a way to live out these biblical values, ensuring that 
people and creation are valued over profit. 

 
Amos 2:6-8 – God’s Judgment on Unjust Trade 

In Amos 2:6-8, God speaks through the prophet Amos to deliver a harsh judgment 
on the people of Israel: 
“This is what the Lord says: ‘For three sins of Israel, even for four, I will not 
relent. They sell the innocent for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals. 
They trample on the heads of the poor as on the dust of the ground and deny 
justice to the oppressed.’” 

In this passage, Israel is condemned for exploiting the poor and engaging in unjust 
trade practices. They were selling the needy for mere silver, ignoring the humanity of 
those who were suffering. Their desire for profit was more important to them than 
justice, and they trampled on the heads of the vulnerable to get ahead. 

This is a sobering message for us today. We live in a world where, far too often, the 
poor are exploited for the sake of profit. Large corporations cut corners, exploit 
workers, and degrade the environment in the pursuit of wealth. But just as God 
condemned Israel for these injustices, He calls us to live by a different standard—a 
standard of justice, fairness, and compassion. 

The Fairtrade movement offers us an alternative. It provides a model where workers 
are paid fairly, the environment is protected, and businesses are held accountable 
for their impact on both people and planet. It challenges the idea that profit is the 
only measure of success and insists that justice and sustainability must come first. 



John 2:13-22 – Jesus Drives the Money Changers from the Temple 

In John 2:13-22, we see one of the most dramatic moments in Jesus’ ministry—His 
confrontation with the money changers in the temple: 
“When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and 
doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So he made a whip out 
of cords, and drove all from the temple courts... He scattered the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their tables.” 

Jesus was outraged because the temple, a place of worship and communion with 
God, had been turned into a marketplace where worshippers were exploited. The 
money changers were using their position to unfairly profit from those who came to 
the temple to worship, taking advantage of their vulnerability. 

This story reminds us that unjust trade practices—those that exploit the vulnerable 
for profit—are deeply offensive to God. Jesus’ actions demonstrate that God cares 
about justice in all areas of life, including the way we conduct business. When 
trade and commerce become a means of exploitation, rather than service to others, 
it is a violation of God’s will. 

Fairtrade aligns with this biblical vision of justice by ensuring that workers and 
producers are treated fairly. It rejects the exploitation of people for profit and seeks to 
create a system where trade is just and beneficial for all involved. As followers of 
Christ, we are called to stand against unfair practices in trade and business, just 
as Jesus did. 

 
Luke 4:14-21 – Jesus’ Manifesto of Justice 

In Luke 4:14-21, Jesus begins His public ministry by reading from the book of Isaiah: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favour.” 

This is Jesus’ manifesto of justice. He declares that His mission is to bring good 
news to the poor, to free the oppressed, and to bring healing and wholeness to the 
world. Jesus came to establish a Kingdom where justice reigns, where the needs of 
the vulnerable are met, and where oppression is no longer tolerated. 

This mission is directly connected to the work of Fairtrade. Fairtrade seeks 
to proclaim good news to the poor by ensuring that farmers, workers, and 
producers are paid fairly for their work. It aims to set the oppressed free by 
rejecting systems of exploitation and promoting economic justice. By supporting 
Fairtrade, we are participating in the work of Christ’s Kingdom, working to create a 
world where justice and dignity are at the heart of trade and business. 

 



Reflection: Challenging Unjust Practices 

The Bible consistently condemns unjust practices that exploit the poor, and it calls us 
to engage in fair and ethical trade. But how do we put this into action in our 
everyday lives? How can we challenge unjust practices in our own communities and 
in the wider world? 

First, we need to educate ourselves. It’s important to understand where the 
products we buy come from, how they are made, and who benefits from our 
purchases. Many of us unknowingly support companies that exploit workers and 
damage the environment. By choosing Fairtrade products, we can ensure that our 
purchases align with our values of justice and fairness. 

Second, we need to speak up when we see injustice. Whether it’s in our workplace, 
our community, or the wider world, we are called to be advocates for justice. This 
could mean raising awareness about Fairtrade in your church or community, 
supporting campaigns for ethical trade, or simply having conversations about the 
importance of fair business practices. 

 
Action: Support Fairtrade and Ethical Sourcing 

We can all take practical steps to support Fairtrade and ethical sourcing in our 
daily lives. Here are a few ways to get involved: 

• Buy Fairtrade products: By choosing Fairtrade-certified goods, you ensure 
that the people who produce them are paid fairly and work under safe, 
sustainable conditions. 

• Raise awareness: Organise a Fairtrade event in your church or community to 
spread the message about the importance of ethical trade practices. 

• Advocate for justice: Get involved in local or global campaigns that promote 
fair wages, sustainable practices, and the protection of workers’ rights. 

As individuals and as a church, we have the power to make a difference by 
choosing fair and just trade practices. 

 
  



Prayer: 

Let us pray. 

God of Justice, 
We come before You with hearts that long for fairness, equity, and justice in the 
world. We pray for the courage to stand against unjust practices in trade and 
business, and to advocate for those who are marginalised and exploited. Help us to 
reflect Your love in all that we do, ensuring that our choices and actions promote 
justice and dignity for all people. Guide us as we work to create a world where trade 
is fair and where people and the planet are valued over profit. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 
Conclusion: 

As we leave here today, let us remember that God calls us to stand for justice. 
Unjust trade practices—those that exploit workers and harm the environment—are 
condemned throughout the Bible. But through Fairtrade and ethical sourcing, we 
have an opportunity to live out our faith by supporting practices that honour the 
dignity of all people and protect God’s creation. Let us commit to making fair and just 
choices in our everyday lives, and to being advocates for a world where justice and 
compassion prevail. Amen. 

  



Bible Lesson 4: Principle 4 – Fair Payment 
Fairtrade Principle: Fairtrade ensures that producers receive a fair payment for 
their labour, allowing them to live with dignity and support their families. As we 
approach this study, let’s use the WRAP method to guide us. We will read the Word, 
reflect on how it applies to Fairtrade principles, consider actions we can take, and 
close with a prayer for justice. 

Scriptures to Study: 

• Isaiah 58:1-12 – A call to true fasting and justice, including paying fair wages. 
• Matthew 20:1-16 – Parable of the labourers in the vineyard: a fair day’s pay 

for a fair day’s work. 
• James 5:1-6 – Warnings against withholding fair wages from workers. 

Reflection: The Bible consistently upholds the importance of fair wages as an 
expression of justice. How do the companies you support treat their workers? What 
steps can you take to ensure that those who make the products you buy are paid 
fairly? 

Action: Promote Fairtrade products in your church or community, ensuring that 
those who produce goods are paid fairly for their work. Consider organising a 
Fairtrade event to raise awareness. 

Prayer: God of fairness and equity, help us to ensure that all who labour are paid 
justly. May we be Your hands in the world, fighting for fair wages and just treatment 
for all workers. Amen. 

 
  



Sermon 4: Fair Payment – A Biblical Mandate for Justice 

Scriptures: 

• Isaiah 58:1-12 
• Matthew 20:1-16 
• James 5:1-6 

 

Introduction: 

Good morning, Church. Today, we are going to reflect on Principle 4 of Fairtrade – 
Fair Payment. This principle ensures that producers and workers receive a fair 
wage for their labour, allowing them to live with dignity and support their families. 
The Bible has much to say about justice and fair wages, calling us to be advocates 
for those who work hard but are often exploited or underpaid. 

The scriptures we will explore today remind us that fair wages are not just an 
economic issue but a moral and spiritual one. As followers of Christ, we are 
called to ensure that justice is done, not just in our personal relationships but also in 
the global economy. Let us explore how God’s Word challenges us to be agents of 
fairness and equity in a world where many workers are denied the wages they 
deserve. 

 

Isaiah 58:1-12 – A Call to True Fasting and Justice 

In Isaiah 58:1-12, God speaks through the prophet Isaiah to call His people back 
to true worship and justice. The people of Israel were fasting and offering prayers, 
but their worship was hollow because they were neglecting justice and oppressing 
their workers: 
“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice 
and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every 
yoke?... If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger 
and malicious talk, and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and 
satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, 
and your night will become like the noonday.” (Isaiah 58:6, 9-10) 

God makes it clear that true fasting—true worship—includes acts of justice. This 
involves breaking the chains of oppression, ensuring fair treatment of workers, and 
advocating for those who are vulnerable. Fair wages are a key part of this. When 
workers are paid fairly, they are able to support their families, live with dignity, and 
avoid exploitation. 

This passage challenges us to reflect on how we treat those who work to produce 
the goods we consume. Are the people who make our clothes, grow our food, and 
produce our products paid fairly? Are they treated with dignity, or are they oppressed 



by unfair wages? God calls us to take these questions seriously as part of our 
worship and discipleship. 

 

Matthew 20:1-16 – A Fair Day’s Pay for a Fair Day’s Work 

In Matthew 20:1-16, Jesus tells the Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard, 
which offers a profound reflection on the fairness of wages: 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire workers for his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for 
the day and sent them into his vineyard.” 

As the day goes on, the landowner continues to hire more workers, some as late as 
the last hour of the day. At the end of the day, all the workers, regardless of when 
they started, are paid the same wage—a full day’s pay. Naturally, those who worked 
all day are frustrated, feeling that they deserved more than those who worked only a 
short time. But the landowner replies: 
“Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to work for a 
denarius?... I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 
Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you 
envious because I am generous?” (Matthew 20:13-15) 

This parable teaches us about God’s generosity and fairness. The landowner paid 
all the workers a fair wage, ensuring that even those who worked only a short time 
could live and support their families. It also reminds us that fairness in wages is not 
about rewarding people based on how much they can produce, but about 
ensuring that everyone receives what they need to live. 

In our world today, many workers, especially in developing countries, work long 
hours under harsh conditions and receive wages that are far below what they need 
to survive. The Fairtrade movement ensures that workers receive a living wage—a 
wage that allows them to live with dignity, care for their families, and plan for the 
future. As followers of Christ, we are called to support this kind of fairness in the 
marketplace. 

 

James 5:1-6 – Warnings Against Withholding Fair Wages 

James 5:1-6 offers a stern warning to those who exploit their workers and withhold 
fair wages: 
“Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are 
crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of 
the Lord Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You 
have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.” 

James condemns those who grow rich by exploiting their workers—those who 
withhold wages, cheat their employees, and build their wealth on the backs of the 



poor. He warns that the cries of the oppressed have reached God’s ears, and 
judgment is coming for those who perpetuate injustice. 

This is a powerful reminder that God takes fair wages seriously. The way we treat 
workers—whether we pay them fairly or exploit them for profit—matters to God. 
When companies withhold fair wages, they are not just committing an economic 
injustice; they are violating a principle that is central to God’s heart. 

As consumers, we have a responsibility to ensure that the products we buy are 
made by workers who are paid fairly. By supporting Fairtrade, we can help ensure 
that the people who produce the goods we enjoy are treated with dignity and receive 
the wages they deserve. 

 

Reflection: Promoting Fair Wages 

The Bible consistently upholds the importance of fair wages as an expression of 
justice. In Isaiah, Matthew, and James, we see God’s deep concern for workers, 
especially those who are vulnerable to exploitation. The question for us is: how do 
the companies we support treat their workers? Are they paid fairly? Are they given 
the dignity and respect that they deserve? 

As Christians, we are called to be advocates for fairness in the workplace. We can 
do this by being intentional in the products we buy, supporting companies that 
prioritise fair wages, and raising awareness about the importance of fair treatment for 
all workers. 

 

Action: Support Fairtrade and Raise Awareness 

Let’s take practical steps to promote Fairtrade products in our church and 
community. Fairtrade ensures that producers and workers are paid fairly for their 
labour, allowing them to live with dignity and support their families. By choosing 
Fairtrade products, we can ensure that the goods we buy are made by people who 
are treated fairly. 

Consider organising a Fairtrade event in your church to raise awareness about the 
importance of fair wages. This could include selling Fairtrade products, hosting 
discussions about the impact of fair wages on global communities, or simply sharing 
information about why Fairtrade matters. 

 
  



Prayer: 

Let us pray. 

God of fairness and equity, 
We come before You today, recognising that all people are created in Your image 
and deserving of dignity and respect. We pray for all those who labour without fair 
wages, for those who are exploited and oppressed in their work. Help us to be Your 
hands in the world, fighting for justice and fair treatment for all workers. Give us the 
courage to stand up for what is right, to support businesses that value fairness, and 
to advocate for those whose voices are not heard. May we reflect Your heart of 
justice in all that we do. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Conclusion: 

As we leave today, let us remember that fair payment is a matter of justice. God 
calls us to ensure that those who work are paid fairly and treated with dignity. By 
supporting Fairtrade and raising awareness about the importance of fair wages, we 
can be part of God’s work of justice in the world. Let us commit to living out this 
calling in our everyday lives, ensuring that our choices reflect God’s heart for 
fairness and equity. Amen. 

  



Bible Lesson 5: Principle 5 – No Child Labour, No 
Forced Labour 
Fairtrade Principle: Fairtrade strictly prohibits child and forced labour, ensuring that 
producers uphold the dignity and rights of all workers, especially children. As we 
approach this study, let’s use the WRAP method to guide us. We will read the Word, 
reflect on how it applies to Fairtrade principles, consider actions we can take, and 
close with a prayer for justice. 

Scriptures to Study: 

• Matthew 18:1-6 – Jesus’ teaching on the importance of protecting children. 
• Exodus 2:23-3:12 – God hears the cries of His people under oppression. 
• Galatians 3:28 – In Christ, there is no distinction between slave or free, for all 

are one. 

Reflection: Child labour and forced labour are still prevalent in many industries 
today. How does God call us to respond to such exploitation? What practical steps 
can you take to avoid supporting companies that exploit vulnerable workers? 

Action: Raise awareness in your church and community about the reality of child 
and forced labour in global supply chains. Commit to buying Fairtrade products that 
guarantee no exploitation. 

Prayer: God of justice and mercy, we pray for all children and workers who are 
exploited. Help us to stand against child labour and forced labour in every form. May 
we support businesses that value human dignity and uphold Your commands for 
justice. Amen. 

 
  



Sermon 5: No Child Labour, No Forced Labour – Defending the Dignity of All 
Workers 

Scriptures: 

• Matthew 18:1-6 
• Exodus 2:23-3:12 
• Galatians 3:28 

 

Introduction: 

Good morning, today, we reflect on Principle 5 of Fairtrade: the prohibition of child 
labour and forced labour. This principle ensures that producers uphold the dignity 
and rights of all workers, particularly the most vulnerable children. It’s a vital 
principle, rooted in the belief that every person, regardless of age or circumstance, 
has been created in the image of God and deserves to be treated with dignity and 
respect. 

Unfortunately, child and forced labour remain rampant in many industries today. 
These injustices are woven into the global supply chains of everyday products, from 
the clothes we wear to the coffee we drink. But as followers of Christ, we are called 
to respond to such exploitation. Today, we will explore what the Bible teaches us 
about protecting the vulnerable and how we can take practical steps to ensure 
justice for all workers. 

 
Matthew 18:1-6 – Protecting Children 

In Matthew 18:1-6, Jesus delivers a powerful message about the value of children. 
The disciples had been arguing about who among them was the greatest, and in 
response, Jesus placed a child in their midst and said: 
“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly 
position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever 
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. If anyone causes one of 
these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for 
them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in 
the depths of the sea.” 

Jesus is unequivocal in His teaching: children must be protected. Their 
vulnerability and innocence are to be valued, not exploited. Yet, today, millions of 
children are trapped in labour that robs them of their childhood, education, and 
future. Children work in mines, fields, and factories under harsh and dangerous 
conditions, often to produce goods that end up on our shelves. 

When we choose to support industries that exploit children, we are complicit in 
causing these "little ones" to stumble. But Jesus calls us to do the opposite—to 
welcome, protect, and honour children. This is a direct challenge to the systems of 



exploitation that profit from child labour. As Christians, we must ask ourselves: are 
we contributing to these injustices, or are we standing with Jesus in defence of the 
vulnerable? 

 
Exodus 2:23-3:12 – God Hears the Cries of the Oppressed 

The story of the Israelites’ slavery in Egypt is one of the most profound examples of 
oppression in the Bible. In Exodus 2:23-3:12, we read how the Israelites, trapped in 
forced labour, cried out to God in their suffering: 
“The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help 
because of their slavery went up to God. God heard their groaning, and He 
remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.” 

God hears the cries of the oppressed and responds with action. He calls Moses to 
deliver the Israelites from their bondage and leads them out of slavery with great 
signs and wonders. This is the heart of God—He hears the cries of those who are 
suffering under oppression and acts to bring about their freedom. 

Today, millions of people around the world, including children, are trapped in forced 
labour. They work in unsafe conditions, often without pay, and with no way to 
escape. Like the Israelites in Egypt, they cry out for deliverance. The Fairtrade 
movement is one way we can participate in God’s work of liberation. By choosing 
Fairtrade products, we support businesses that uphold the dignity of workers, ensure 
safe working conditions, and guarantee that no child or adult is forced into labour. 

As God’s people, we are called to join Him in the work of justice. Just as He 
delivered the Israelites, He calls us to advocate for the freedom of those who are 
exploited today. 

 
Galatians 3:28 – All Are One in Christ 

In Galatians 3:28, Paul writes: 
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

This verse proclaims the radical equality found in Christ. In Him, the distinctions that 
divide us—whether they be racial, social, or economic—no longer hold power. In 
Christ, there is no place for slavery, exploitation, or oppression. All people, 
regardless of their background, are equal and deserving of dignity. 

This truth calls us to take a stand against modern slavery and forced labour. The 
systems that perpetuate these injustices have no place in the Kingdom of God. 
Fairtrade is one way we can affirm the equality of all workers, ensuring that no one is 
exploited for the sake of profit. 

When we support businesses that prioritise ethical practices, we are living out the 
truth of Galatians 3:28. We are declaring that all people are one in Christ and 
deserving of fair treatment, regardless of their social or economic status. 



 
Reflection: Responding to Exploitation 

Child labour and forced labour are not just abstract issues; they are real and present 
in many of the products we use every day. So, how does God call us to respond to 
such exploitation? 

First, we must educate ourselves. Many of us are unaware of the conditions under 
which the products we buy are made. It’s crucial to learn about the industries that 
exploit workers and children and to seek out alternatives that uphold the dignity of all 
people. 

Second, we must be intentional in the choices we make as consumers. By 
committing to buy Fairtrade products, we can ensure that the goods we purchase 
are made by workers who are treated fairly, paid justly, and work in safe conditions. 

Finally, we must raise awareness in our church and community. The more people 
know about the realities of child and forced labour, the more we can collectively work 
towards ending these injustices. Organising educational events, discussions, or 
Fairtrade stalls in our church can help spread the message and encourage others to 
take action. 

 
Action: Stand Against Exploitation 

Let’s commit to standing against child and forced labour in all its forms. As a church, 
we can raise awareness in our community about the prevalence of these injustices 
and encourage others to make ethical choices. 

Consider organising a Fairtrade awareness campaign in your church. Provide 
resources, hold discussions, and offer opportunities for people to purchase Fairtrade 
products. Together, we can make a difference by supporting businesses that uphold 
the dignity and rights of all workers, especially children. 

 
Prayer: 

Let us pray. 

God of justice and mercy, 
We come before You with heavy hearts for the children and workers around the 
world who are trapped in exploitation and forced labour. We know that You hear their 
cries, just as You heard the cries of the Israelites in Egypt. Help us to stand against 
these injustices in every form. Give us the wisdom to make ethical choices and the 
courage to advocate for those who cannot advocate for themselves. May we support 
businesses that value human dignity and uphold Your commands for justice. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 



Conclusion: 

As we leave today, let us remember that God calls us to protect the vulnerable and 
to stand against exploitation. Child labour and forced labour are not just distant 
problems—they are part of the global systems we engage with every day. But we 
have the power to make a difference. Let us commit to supporting Fairtrade and 
raising awareness about the dignity of all workers. In doing so, we reflect the heart of 
our just and loving God. Amen. 

  



Bible Lesson 6: Principle 6 – No Discrimination, 
Gender Equality, Freedom of Association 
Fairtrade Principle: Fairtrade organisations promote equality and non-
discrimination, ensuring that everyone has the right to work, participate, and be paid 
fairly. As we approach this study, let’s use the WRAP method to guide us. We will 
read the Word, reflect on how it applies to Fairtrade principles, consider actions we 
can take, and close with a prayer for justice. 

Scriptures to Study: 

• Galatians 3:28 – No distinction between male or female, Jew or Greek; all 
are one in Christ. 

• Acts 16:11-15 – Lydia of Thyatira: a woman who led her household and 
engaged in trade. 

• Proverbs 31:10-31 – The capable wife who excels in business and 
leadership. 

Reflection: The Bible teaches that all people, regardless of gender or background, 
are created in God’s image and deserving of equal treatment. How can you promote 
gender equality and non-discrimination in your community and the businesses you 
support? 

Action: Support Fairtrade businesses that promote gender equality and non-
discrimination. Encourage your church to embrace inclusivity in leadership roles and 
decision-making processes. 

Prayer: God of equality, we pray for all those who face discrimination in the 
workplace. Help us to support and advocate for equal treatment, reflecting Your love 
and justice in all that we do. Amen. 

 
  



Sermon 6: No Discrimination, Gender Equality, and Freedom of 
Association – A Call to Justice 

Scriptures: 

• Galatians 3:28 
• Acts 16:11-15 
• Proverbs 31:10-31 

 

Introduction: 

Good morning, Church. Today, we reflect on a powerful principle of Fairtrade—No 
Discrimination, Gender Equality, and Freedom of Association. This principle is 
about ensuring that everyone, regardless of gender, background, or circumstance, 
has the right to work, participate, and be paid fairly. It is a principle rooted in dignity, 
justice, and love, which aligns with the biblical vision of how God calls us to treat 
one another. 

As we explore this topic through scripture, we will see how the Bible advocates for 
equality and non-discrimination, and how God consistently lifts up those who have 
been marginalised. We will also reflect on how we, as a church, can be advocates 
for gender equality and fairness in both our local and global communities. 

 

Galatians 3:28 – All Are One in Christ 

In Galatians 3:28, Paul writes: 
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

This verse stands as a profound statement about equality in the Kingdom of God. 
Paul declares that distinctions of race, class, and gender hold no weight in Christ. In 
the early church, this was a radical message. In a society where divisions were 
deeply entrenched, Paul’s words broke through cultural norms to reveal the truth 
that all people are created in God’s image and are equal in His eyes. 

In today’s world, discrimination and inequality still exist, whether in the workplace, in 
business, or even in our communities. Women and minority groups are often 
marginalised, denied opportunities, and paid unfairly. The Fairtrade movement seeks 
to correct these injustices by promoting equality and ensuring that everyone has the 
right to work, participate, and be paid fairly. 

As followers of Christ, we are called to live out this truth. If there is no distinction 
between male and female in Christ, how can we tolerate systems that discriminate 
based on gender? We must commit to promoting equality and fairness in all 
aspects of our lives, from the businesses we support to the roles we embrace in our 
own communities. 



 

Acts 16:11-15 – Lydia of Thyatira: A Woman of Leadership and Trade 

Acts 16:11-15 tells the story of Lydia of Thyatira, a remarkable woman who played 
a significant role in the early church. Lydia was a businesswoman and a dealer in 
purple cloth, a valuable commodity in the ancient world. She was also a leader in her 
household, and it was through her that the message of Christ spread to her 
community: 
“One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a 
dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart 
to respond to Paul’s message. When she and the members of her household 
were baptised, she invited us to her home.” 

Lydia was a woman of influence and action. She not only led her household but also 
had the means to engage in trade and business. Her leadership was vital in the 
spread of the gospel, and her story highlights the significant role women have played 
throughout the history of the church. 

In a time when women’s voices were often silenced, Lydia’s story stands out as an 
example of how God empowers both men and women to lead, work, and 
participate fully in His Kingdom. The Fairtrade principle of gender equality seeks 
to ensure that, like Lydia, all women have the opportunity to work, lead, and be 
recognised for their contributions. 

As a church, we must honour and uplift the gifts of both men and women, ensuring 
that leadership and decision-making roles are open to everyone, regardless of 
gender. We must also support businesses and initiatives that promote gender 
equality and advocate for fair treatment of women in the workplace. 

 

Proverbs 31:10-31 – The Capable Wife: A Leader in Business and 
Home 

Proverbs 31:10-31 presents the image of a capable and industrious woman who 
excels in both business and leadership. This passage describes her as a woman 
who works hard, manages her household, and engages in trade: 
“She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings, she plants a vineyard. 
She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks... She 
opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy.” 

The woman in Proverbs 31 is not confined to the domestic sphere—she is a leader 
in her community and a contributor to the economy. She is praised for her wisdom, 
her business acumen, and her care for those around her. 

This passage challenges cultural norms that limit women’s roles in leadership and 
business. It is a reminder that God values the work and leadership of both men 
and women and that He calls us to honour and support one another in all our 
endeavours. 



In supporting Fairtrade, we uphold this biblical vision of equality. Fairtrade ensures 
that women, like the Proverbs 31 woman, have the opportunity to work, lead, and 
contribute fully to their communities. It also ensures that no one is excluded or 
discriminated against based on gender or background. 

 

Reflection: Promoting Gender Equality and Non-Discrimination 

The Bible is clear that all people, regardless of gender or background, are 
created in God’s image and deserving of equal treatment. But how do we live 
this out in practical ways? 

• First, we can promote gender equality and non-discrimination by supporting 
businesses that uphold these values. Fairtrade is one way to do this. By 
purchasing Fairtrade products, we are ensuring that the people who make 
these goods—whether they are men or women—are treated with fairness and 
respect. 

• Second, we can advocate for inclusive leadership in our church and 
community. Do we ensure that women and minority voices are heard and 
valued in decision-making processes? Are we committed to making sure that 
leadership roles are open to everyone, regardless of gender? 

• Third, we can raise awareness about the importance of equality in the 
workplace. Whether it’s through organising events, sharing resources, or 
starting conversations, we can help create a culture of equality, respect, and 
dignity in our communities. 

 

Action: Support Fairtrade Businesses and Embrace Inclusivity 

Let’s commit to supporting Fairtrade businesses that promote gender equality and 
non-discrimination. By choosing to buy Fairtrade products, we are not only ensuring 
that workers are paid fairly, but we are also standing against systems that 
marginalise and oppress women. 

We can also encourage our church to embrace inclusivity in leadership roles. Let’s 
ensure that our church is a place where all voices are heard, and where men and 
women are equally empowered to lead, serve, and contribute to the work of the 
Kingdom. 

 

Prayer: 

Let us pray. 

God of equality, 
We come before You, recognising that all people are made in Your image and 
deserving of love, respect, and dignity. We pray for those who face discrimination in 



the workplace and in society. Help us to stand up for justice and to support initiatives 
that promote equality for all people, regardless of gender or background. Empower 
us to be advocates for fairness and inclusivity in our church, community, and the 
world. May we reflect Your love and justice in all that we do. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Conclusion: 

As we leave today, let us remember the biblical call to equality and fairness. God’s 
Kingdom is one where there is neither male nor female, Jew nor Greek—all are one 
in Christ Jesus. Let us commit to promoting gender equality and non-discrimination 
in the businesses we support, in our church, and in our communities. May we reflect 
the love and justice of God in all that we do, ensuring that everyone is treated with 
dignity and respect. Amen. 

  



Bible Lesson 7: Principle 7 – Good Working 
Conditions 
Fairtrade Principle: Fairtrade organisations ensure safe and healthy working 
conditions for all workers. As we approach this study, let’s use the WRAP method to 
guide us. We will read the Word, reflect on how it applies to Fairtrade principles, 
consider actions we can take, and close with a prayer for justice. 

Scriptures to Study: 

• Exodus 1:8-14 – The Israelites' suffering under oppressive working 
conditions. 

• Ephesians 6:5-9 – Guidelines for relationships between workers and 
employers, calling for mutual respect. 

• Psalm 146 – A psalm of praise to God, who lifts up the oppressed. 

Reflection: How can you ensure that the products you buy are made under fair 
working conditions? How does God call you to care for those who labour in difficult 
or dangerous environments? 

Action: Commit to buying products from companies that prioritise the health and 
safety of their workers. Raise awareness about the importance of ethical working 
conditions in your community. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank You for the opportunity to work and contribute to 
society. Help us to support businesses that provide safe and healthy working 
environments, reflecting Your care for all people. Amen. 

 
  



Sermon 7: Good Working Conditions – Reflecting God’s Justice and 
Care 

Scriptures: 

• Exodus 1:8-14 
• Ephesians 6:5-9 
• Psalm 146 

 

Introduction: 

Good morning, Church. Today, we turn our attention to Principle 7 of Fairtrade – 
Good Working Conditions. Fairtrade ensures that workers around the world are 
provided with safe and healthy working environments. But this is not just a modern 
concern—it’s a principle deeply rooted in our Christian faith. 

God calls us to care for one another, to protect the vulnerable, and to ensure that 
justice is done. How we treat workers—those who labour in factories, fields, and 
workshops—is a reflection of our relationship with God and our understanding of His 
justice. 

In this sermon, we will explore what the Bible says about working conditions, how 
God cares for those who are oppressed, and how we, as a church, can advocate for 
fair treatment in the workplace. 

 

Exodus 1:8-14 – The Israelites’ Suffering Under Oppressive Working 
Conditions 

The story of the Israelites in Egypt is one of the most vivid examples in the Bible of 
people suffering under oppressive working conditions. In Exodus 1:8-14, we read 
that a new Pharaoh came to power in Egypt, one who did not know Joseph. Out of 
fear of the growing Hebrew population, Pharaoh subjected the Israelites to forced 
labour: 
“So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labour, and 
they built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh... They made their 
lives bitter with harsh labour in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in 
the fields; in all their harsh labour the Egyptians worked them ruthlessly.” 

This passage paints a grim picture of exploitation and suffering. The Israelites were 
forced to work under brutal conditions, with no regard for their dignity, health, or 
wellbeing. Their labour was seen as a means to build wealth and power for Pharaoh, 
with little concern for their humanity. 

Sadly, this story is not just an ancient one. Today, there are still millions of people 
around the world who work in harsh, unsafe, and unjust conditions—whether it’s in 



sweatshops, factories, or fields. Many of the products we buy are made by workers 
who are denied fair wages and forced to endure unsafe environments. 

As Christians, we cannot turn a blind eye to this injustice. The story of the Israelites 
reminds us that God hears the cries of the oppressed and that He calls us to do 
something about it. 

 

Ephesians 6:5-9 – Guidelines for Workers and Employers 

In Ephesians 6:5-9, Paul gives guidelines for relationships between workers and 
employers: 
“Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of 
heart, just as you would obey Christ... And masters, treat your slaves in the 
same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that He who is both their 
Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favouritism with Him.” 

Although this passage was written in a context where slavery was a part of the social 
structure, its principles still apply to our modern relationships between employers 
and employees. Paul is calling for mutual respect—workers are to work with 
integrity, and employers are to treat their workers fairly and with dignity. 

In today’s world, this means ensuring that workers have safe, healthy, and respectful 
working environments. It means providing fair wages, avoiding exploitation, and 
recognising the humanity of each worker. Paul reminds us that God shows no 
favouritism—whether we are employees or employers, we are all accountable to 
God for how we treat one another. 

Fairtrade upholds this biblical principle by ensuring that workers are treated with 
respect, paid fairly, and provided with safe and healthy working conditions. It is a 
practical way of living out Paul’s call for justice and dignity in the workplace. 

 

Psalm 146 – God Lifts Up the Oppressed 

Psalm 146 is a beautiful psalm of praise that reminds us of God’s care for the 
vulnerable and oppressed: 
“He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The 
Lord sets prisoners free, the Lord gives sight to the blind, the Lord lifts up 
those who are bowed down.” 

This psalm calls us to praise God for His justice, His mercy, and His concern for 
those who are suffering. It reminds us that God is not distant or indifferent to the 
struggles of the oppressed—He is actively working on their behalf. 

But it also challenges us. If God is the one who lifts up the oppressed, then we, as 
His followers, are called to do the same. We are called to stand with those who are 
bowed down by unjust working conditions, to advocate for their dignity and 



wellbeing, and to support initiatives like Fairtrade that protect workers from 
exploitation. 

 

Reflection: Ensuring Fair Working Conditions 

So how can we ensure that the products we buy are made under fair working 
conditions? How does God call us to care for those who labour in difficult or 
dangerous environments? 

First, we need to educate ourselves. Many of us are unaware of the conditions 
under which the goods we buy are produced. We may not realise that the low prices 
we enjoy are often made possible by the exploitation of workers in other parts of the 
world. By choosing to buy Fairtrade products, we can ensure that the people who 
make the things we use every day are treated fairly and given safe, healthy working 
conditions. 

Second, we must raise awareness in our communities. As a church, we can commit 
to using only Fairtrade products in our events and gatherings. We can organise 
campaigns, discussions, or educational events to spread the word about the 
importance of ethical working conditions. 

Finally, we must pray for and support businesses that prioritise the health and 
safety of their workers. When we support ethical companies, we are helping to 
create a world where every worker is treated with the dignity and respect they 
deserve. 

 

Action: Commit to Ethical Consumption 

As we reflect on these biblical principles, let’s commit to buying products from 
companies that prioritise the health and safety of their workers. By choosing 
Fairtrade, we are making a statement about the kind of world we want to live in—a 
world where everyone is treated fairly, where workers’ rights are respected, and 
where people can work in environments that protect their health and dignity. 

Consider hosting a Fairtrade awareness event in your church or community. Let’s 
raise our voices for justice and create change through our choices. 

 

Prayer: 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, 
We thank You for the opportunity to work and contribute to society. We recognise 



that all work is valuable in Your eyes, and we pray for those who labour under 
difficult and unsafe conditions. Help us to support businesses that provide fair, safe, 
and healthy working environments, reflecting Your care for all people. May we be 
advocates for justice and dignity in the workplace, and may our choices reflect Your 
love and mercy. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Conclusion: 

As we leave today, let us remember that God cares deeply about how workers are 
treated. The Bible calls us to stand up for those who are oppressed, to advocate for 
fair working conditions, and to ensure that everyone can work in safety and dignity. 
By supporting Fairtrade, we are living out this biblical mandate and making a 
difference in the lives of workers around the world. Let’s commit to promoting justice, 
not just in our words, but in our actions. Amen. 

  



Bible Lesson 8: Principle 8 – Capacity Building 
Fairtrade Principle: Fairtrade organisations help producers build skills and improve 
their access to markets, enabling them to grow and prosper. As we approach this 
study, let’s use the WRAP method to guide us. We will read the Word, reflect on how 
it applies to Fairtrade principles, consider actions we can take, and close with a 
prayer for justice. 

Scriptures to Study: 

• 2 Chronicles 2 – Solomon seeks skilled workers to build the temple. 
• Ephesians 4:14-16 – Growing to maturity in Christ, united in purpose. 
• Proverbs 14:31 – Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker, but those 

who are kind to the needy honour Him. 

Reflection: How can your community support the development of producers who are 
working towards economic independence? What does it mean to build capacity in a 
way that honours God’s justice and mercy? 

Action: Support initiatives that provide education, training, and market access to 
disadvantaged producers. Organise a Fairtrade awareness campaign in your church. 

Prayer: God of growth and development, help us to support those who are working 
to improve their lives. May we be instruments of Your justice, contributing to the 
empowerment of communities through Fairtrade. Amen. 

 
  



Sermon 8: Building Capacity – Empowering Through Fairtrade 

Scriptures: 

• 2 Chronicles 2 
• Ephesians 4:14-16 
• Proverbs 14:31 

 

Introduction: 

Good morning, Church. Today, we’re going to reflect on Principle 8 of Fairtrade – 
Capacity Building. This principle focuses on helping producers build skills and 
improve their access to markets, enabling them to grow and prosper. It’s about 
giving people the tools they need to create better futures for themselves and their 
communities. 

But why is this important to us as Christians? The Bible speaks often of growth—
whether it’s spiritual growth in our walk with God or practical growth in our work and 
relationships. God cares deeply about our development, both as individuals and as 
communities. In this sermon, we will explore how the principle of capacity 
building aligns with our faith and how we, as a church, can support the 
empowerment of disadvantaged producers around the world. 

 

2 Chronicles 2 – Solomon Seeks Skilled Workers to Build the Temple 

In 2 Chronicles 2, we find King Solomon preparing to build the temple, a monumental 
task that required skill and expertise. Solomon didn’t build the temple on his own. He 
sought out skilled workers—people who were trained in craftsmanship, construction, 
and artistry. He recognised that the temple would be a reflection of God’s glory and 
that it required the best efforts of skilled hands. 

This story reminds us that building something great requires the development of 
skills. Solomon knew that the temple would be a place where God’s presence would 
dwell, and so he invested in skilled workers to bring it to life. 

In the same way, Fairtrade recognises that producers—whether they are farmers, 
artisans, or workers—need training and support to develop their skills and grow their 
businesses. Fairtrade provides access to education, market knowledge, and new 
technologies, allowing producers to improve their livelihoods and support their 
communities. 

As Christians, we are called to support this kind of development. Just as Solomon 
sought out skilled workers to build the temple, we are called to empower people to 
build better futures for themselves. By supporting Fairtrade, we are investing in 
people’s capacity to grow, thrive, and honour God with their work. 



 

Ephesians 4:14-16 – Growing to Maturity in Christ 

In Ephesians 4:14-16, Paul speaks about growing to maturity in Christ: 
“Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching… Instead, speaking the truth 
in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is 
the head, that is, Christ.” 

Paul is encouraging the early church to grow in their understanding of the faith, to 
work together in unity, and to mature in their relationship with Christ. This idea 
of growth and development is central to the Christian life. We are not meant to 
remain stagnant in our faith; we are called to grow, to learn, and to become more like 
Christ. 

This same principle applies to the idea of capacity building in Fairtrade. Producers 
are not meant to remain in cycles of poverty and exploitation. They are meant to 
grow, to develop their skills, and to achieve economic independence. Fairtrade helps 
producers to grow in their businesses, just as the church helps believers grow in 
their faith. 

When we support Fairtrade, we are participating in this process of growth and 
development. We are helping people to gain the skills and knowledge they need to 
improve their lives, support their families, and contribute to their communities. In this 
way, we are living out our calling to be the body of Christ—working together to bring 
justice, mercy, and love to the world. 

 

Proverbs 14:31 – Kindness to the Needy Honours God 

Proverbs 14:31 gives us a powerful reminder: 
“Whoever oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is 
kind to the needy honours God.” 

This verse highlights a fundamental truth: how we treat the poor and vulnerable is a 
direct reflection of how we honour God. If we oppress the poor—whether through 
exploitation, indifference, or unfair trade practices—we are dishonouring the very 
One who created them. 

But when we show kindness—when we support those in need, empower them, and 
work for their dignity and wellbeing—we honour God. Fairtrade is one way we can 
show this kindness in practical ways. By supporting Fairtrade products, we are 
ensuring that the people who grow our food and make our goods are treated with 
respect, paid fairly, and given the opportunity to improve their lives. 

This is not just a matter of charity; it’s a matter of justice. As Christians, we are called 
to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8). Supporting 



capacity building through Fairtrade is one way we can live out this calling in a global 
context. 

 

Reflection: How Can We Support Capacity Building? 

So, how can our community support the development of producers who are working 
towards economic independence? What does it mean to build capacity in a way that 
honours God’s justice and mercy? 

First, we must recognise the dignity of work. Everyone deserves the opportunity to 
grow and develop their skills, to earn a fair wage, and to support their family. When 
we buy Fairtrade products, we are supporting initiatives that provide education, 
training, and access to markets for producers in need. This is not just about buying 
goods; it’s about empowering people. 

Second, we can advocate for Fairtrade in our church and community. By raising 
awareness about Fairtrade, we can encourage others to make ethical choices and 
support the capacity-building efforts of producers around the world. Could we 
organise a Fairtrade awareness campaign in our church? Could we commit to using 
only Fairtrade tea, coffee, and sugar in our church events? These small actions can 
make a big difference. 

 

Action: Support Initiatives That Provide Education and Training 

Let’s commit to supporting initiatives that provide education, training, and market 
access to disadvantaged producers. Whether it’s through buying Fairtrade products, 
raising awareness in our community, or organising a Fairtrade event in our church, 
we can be part of the solution. 

The Fairtrade movement is not just about giving people a handout; it’s about giving 
people the tools they need to lift themselves out of poverty and build better futures. 
When we support Fairtrade, we are investing in the long-term development of 
communities around the world. 

 

Prayer: 

Let us pray. 

God of growth and development, 
We thank You for the opportunities You give us to grow in our faith and in our work. 
Help us to be instruments of Your justice, supporting those who are working to 
improve their lives through Fairtrade. Give us the wisdom to recognise the dignity of 
all people and the courage to take action on their behalf. May we be faithful stewards 
of the resources You have given us, and may our efforts contribute to the 



empowerment of communities around the world. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Conclusion: 

As we leave here today, let us remember that God calls us to support the growth and 
development of all His children. By supporting Fairtrade, we are helping to build the 
capacity of producers around the world, enabling them to achieve economic 
independence and improve their communities. Let us be advocates for justice and 
kindness, reflecting the love and mercy of God in all that we do. Amen. 

  



Bible Lesson 9: Principle 9 – Promote Fairtrade 
Fairtrade Principle: Fairtrade organisations raise awareness about the need for 
greater justice in world trade and advocate for ethical business practices. As we 
approach this study, let’s use the WRAP method to guide us. We will read the Word, 
reflect on how it applies to Fairtrade principles, consider actions we can take, and 
close with a prayer for justice. 

Scriptures to Study: 

• Micah 3:8-12 – A call for leaders to promote justice and righteousness. 
• James 2:1-18 – Faith without works is dead; true faith requires action. 
• Ezekiel 45:9-11 – God’s call for justice and the cessation of exploitation. 

Reflection: How can you promote Fairtrade in your own life, church, and 
community? How does God call you to be an advocate for justice in the 
marketplace? 

Action: Organise a Fairtrade event or stall in your church. Spread the message 
about Fair Trade products and the impact they have on vulnerable communities. 

Prayer: Lord, we pray for the courage to promote Fairtrade and stand against unjust 
practices. Help us to be a voice for the voiceless, advocating for justice and equity in 
all areas of life. Amen. 

 



Sermon 9: Promoting Fairtrade – A Call to Action for Justice 

Scriptures: 

• Micah 3:8-12 
• James 2:1-18 
• Ezekiel 45:9-11 

 

Introduction: 

Good morning, Church. Today we reflect on a topic that strikes at the very core of 
our Christian faith—justice. In our increasingly interconnected world, we can no 
longer ignore the injustices faced by those who produce the goods we consume 
every day. Fairtrade challenges us to consider how our faith calls us to act on behalf 
of the vulnerable and marginalised. Principle 9 of Fairtrade calls us to promote 
greater justice in world trade and to advocate for ethical business practices. 

But why does this matter to us as Christians? Because at the heart of our faith is a 
God who is deeply concerned with justice, a God who calls us not just to believe in 
justice, but to do justice. The scriptures we will look at today remind us that faith 
without works is dead and that our actions in the marketplace should reflect our 
faith in God. 

 

Micah 3:8-12 – A Call for Leaders to Promote Justice and 
Righteousness 

The prophet Micah speaks powerfully against the leaders of Israel in Micah 3:8-12. 
He is filled with the Spirit of the Lord and declares: 
“But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the Lord, and with 
justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin.” 

Micah condemns the leaders for exploiting the vulnerable and building their wealth 
through oppression and violence. He is clear that those in power have a 
responsibility to promote justice, not just for themselves, but for the whole 
community. 

In today’s world, the leaders Micah speaks to are not only government officials or 
political figures, but business leaders, corporations, and consumers—people 
who have the power to shape the marketplace. We, too, are leaders in this sense. 
Every purchase we make is a moral choice, and every business we support reflects 
our values. Micah’s call is for all of us to use our influence, however great or small, to 
promote justice. 

 



James 2:1-18 – Faith Without Works is Dead 

In the New Testament, James reminds us that faith must lead to action: 
“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but 
has no deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or sister is 
without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep 
warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is 
it?” 

James is challenging us to reflect on what it means to live out our faith. It’s not 
enough to pray for justice; we must also act on behalf of those who are suffering. 
When we buy products that are not ethically sourced, we may unknowingly 
contribute to systems of exploitation—poor wages, unsafe working conditions, child 
labour. 

Fairtrade offers us a way to put our faith into action. By supporting Fairtrade 
products, we ensure that the people who grow our food and make our clothes are 
treated with dignity and paid fairly for their work. It’s a small but powerful way to 
make our faith visible in the world. 

 

Ezekiel 45:9-11 – God’s Call for Justice and the End of Exploitation 

In Ezekiel 45:9-11, God commands the leaders of Israel to stop their exploitation: 
“This is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘You have gone far enough, princes of 
Israel! Give up your violence and oppression and do what is just and right. 
Stop dispossessing my people, declares the Sovereign Lord.’” 

God calls for fair trade practices and justice in the marketplace. The passage talks 
about the use of fair weights and measures in trade—this is a reminder that ethical 
business practices are not a modern invention. God has always cared about 
fairness in trade and warned against exploiting others for personal gain. 

This ancient call is still relevant today. Fairtrade promotes justice in the global 
economy by ensuring that workers are paid fairly and that producers are not 
exploited. It is one way we can help end modern-day exploitation and uphold the 
values of justice that God demands. 

 

Reflection: How Can You Promote Fairtrade? 

So, how can we promote Fairtrade in our own lives, in our church, and in our 
community? 

First, we must educate ourselves about the impact of our choices. Many of us may 
not realise that the products we buy, from coffee to chocolate to clothing, often come 
from supply chains riddled with exploitation and injustice. We can make a difference 



by choosing to buy Fairtrade products, which ensure that workers are paid fairly and 
work in safe conditions. 

Next, we can encourage our church to support Fairtrade initiatives. Could we use 
only Fairtrade tea and coffee after services? Could we host an event to raise 
awareness about Fairtrade and its impact on vulnerable communities around the 
world? Small actions like these can have a big impact when we work together as a 
church. 

Finally, we can share this message with our communities. Each of us can be an 
advocate for justice in the marketplace by telling others about Fairtrade and 
encouraging them to make more ethical choices. 

 

Action: Organise a Fairtrade Event or Stall 

One practical action we can take is to organise a Fairtrade event or stall in our 
church. Imagine setting up a table with Fairtrade products—tea, coffee, chocolate, 
and more—after Sunday service, giving people a chance to learn about the 
movement and make purchases that promote justice. 

It’s not just about selling products; it’s about raising awareness. People may not 
know about the exploitation that often lies behind the products they buy. By providing 
a space for education and ethical shopping, we can help spread the message of 
Fairtrade and show that our faith can shape the marketplace. 

Prayer: 

Let us pray. 

Lord, 
We thank You for Your call to justice and righteousness. Give us the courage to 
promote Fairtrade and to stand against systems of exploitation. Help us to be 
advocates for those who are voiceless, for those who toil in unjust conditions. May 
our choices reflect Your heart for justice and may our faith lead us to action. Teach 
us to live out our faith not just in words, but in deeds, showing love and fairness to 
all. 
In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen. 

Conclusion: 

As we leave here today, let us remember that faith without works is dead. God 
calls us to more than just belief—He calls us to action. In promoting Fairtrade, we 
have an opportunity to live out our faith in a way that brings justice to the most 
vulnerable among us. Let us go out into the world, advocating for fairness and equity 
in all areas of life, and in doing so, may we reflect the heart of our just and loving 
God. Amen.  



Bible Lesson 10: Principle 10 – Respect for the 
Environment 
Fairtrade Principle: Fairtrade promotes sustainable practices and environmental 
stewardship, ensuring that the earth’s resources are used wisely and responsibly. As 
we approach this study, let’s use the WRAP method to guide us. We will read the 
Word, reflect on how it applies to Fairtrade principles, consider actions we can take, 
and close with a prayer for justice. 

Scriptures to Study: 

• Genesis 1:24-31 – Humanity’s responsibility to care for God’s creation. 
• Psalm 24:1 – The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. 
• Psalm 65:9-13 – God’s provision for creation through rain and fertile soil. 

Reflection: How does caring for the environment reflect your relationship with God? 
How can you support businesses that prioritise sustainability and environmental 
responsibility? 

Action: Commit to reducing your environmental impact by supporting eco-friendly 
and Fairtrade products. Encourage your church to adopt sustainable practices. 

Prayer: Creator God, we thank You for the beauty and abundance of the earth.  

Help us to be good stewards of Your creation, protecting the environment and 
supporting those who work to do the same. Amen. 

  



Sermon 10: Respect for the Environment – Our Sacred Duty 

Scriptures: 

• Genesis 1:24-31 
• Psalm 24:1 
• Psalm 65:9-13 

 

Introduction: 

Good morning, everyone. Today, I want to speak about something that is at the very 
heart of our Christian faith but often overlooked in our daily lives—our responsibility 
to care for God's creation. As we reflect on Principle 10 of Fairtrade—Respect for 
the Environment—I believe we are being called to renew our understanding of 
stewardship. How we treat the world around us is not just an issue of ethics or 
politics, but an expression of our relationship with God. 

We live in a time where environmental crises are becoming more apparent each day. 
The air we breathe, the water we drink, the land we live on—each is a gift from God. 
But with that gift comes a sacred responsibility, one that has been entrusted to 
humanity since the very beginning of creation. 

 

Genesis 1:24-31 – Humanity’s Responsibility to Care for Creation: 

In Genesis 1:24-31, we find the well-known creation story, where God creates all 
living creatures and finally creates humanity in His image. In verse 28, God gives 
Adam and Eve—and by extension, all of us—a divine mandate: 
“Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in 
the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the 
ground.” 

Now, the word “subdue” might raise some eyebrows today. Does God mean that we 
should exploit the earth? Certainly not! The context of this command is not one of 
exploitation but of stewardship. God has placed us in a position of care over His 
creation. To “rule” over creation is to take responsibility for its flourishing, to ensure 
that the world remains as God intended—teeming with life, beauty, and balance. 

But as we look around today, it’s clear that humanity has not always been a faithful 
steward. Whether it’s through pollution, deforestation, or the overuse of natural 
resources, we have fallen short in our responsibility to care for this earth. In ignoring 
our role as stewards, we neglect a part of our calling as people made in God’s 
image. 

 

Psalm 24:1 – The Earth Belongs to the Lord: 



Psalm 24:1 declares, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, 
and all who live in it.” 
This verse reminds us of a simple yet profound truth: We do not own the earth. The 
earth belongs to God. We are merely caretakers of His creation. This understanding 
should deeply affect how we interact with the world around us. The resources we 
use, the energy we consume, the products we buy—these are not ours to waste or 
exploit. They belong to God, and we are accountable for how we use them. 

Too often, we fall into the trap of thinking that the earth's resources are infinite, that 
there will always be more to take. But Psalm 24 challenges us to see the world 
through God’s eyes. Everything we see—the forests, the rivers, the wildlife—is 
sacred. It’s not ours to manipulate or exhaust, but to cherish and protect. 

 

Psalm 65:9-13 – God’s Provision for Creation: 

Psalm 65:9-13 paints a beautiful picture of how God cares for His creation: 
“You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly. The streams of God are 
filled with water to provide the people with grain, for so you have ordained it.” 

This psalm shows us how deeply God is involved in the ongoing care of His creation. 
God provides the rain that nourishes the earth, causing crops to grow and feeding all 
living things. Creation is not something static; it’s alive, constantly nurtured by God's 
provision. 

If God cares this much for creation, how much more should we? How can we claim 
to love God, yet neglect or harm the very world He sustains? The environment is not 
just a backdrop to our lives; it’s a part of God’s ongoing story of creation and 
redemption. 

 

Reflection: Caring for the Environment and Our Relationship with God: 

So how does caring for the environment reflect our relationship with God? Quite 
simply, it’s an act of worship. When we care for creation, we are honouring the 
Creator. When we choose to live sustainably, we are aligning our hearts with God’s 
will for the world. We are called to mirror God’s love for the world, and that includes 
loving the earth. 

Every choice we make—from the food we eat to the energy we use—reflects our 
understanding of stewardship. Are we consuming mindlessly, thinking only of 
convenience? Or are we living thoughtfully, recognising that our actions have 
consequences for God’s creation and for future generations? 

Caring for the environment is not just about being a “good person” or “doing the right 
thing.” It’s about embodying our faith in tangible ways. It’s about living out the 
command to love our neighbour, for environmental degradation often affects the 



most vulnerable among us—those who are least able to recover from floods, 
droughts, or food shortages. 

 

Action: What Can We Do? 

So, what can we do to reflect our care for God’s creation? The Fairtrade movement 
offers one practical way we can make a difference. By choosing Fairtrade products, 
we not only support ethical treatment of workers but also ensure that the 
environment is cared for in the process. Many Fairtrade products are produced using 
sustainable practices that honour the earth’s resources. 

But we can do more: 

• Reduce your environmental footprint: Consider how you can use less 
energy, reduce waste, and consume responsibly. Small actions like reducing 
plastic use or switching to renewable energy can have a big impact. 

• Encourage your church to adopt sustainable practices: Could your church 
switch to Fairtrade tea and coffee? Could you start a recycling initiative or 
reduce energy consumption in the church building? 

• Support eco-friendly businesses: When we choose to buy from businesses 
that prioritise sustainability, we are using our purchasing power to protect the 
planet. We are supporting practices that align with God’s heart for creation. 

 

Prayer: 

Let us pray. 

Creator God, 
We stand in awe of Your magnificent creation. The beauty of the earth, the 
abundance of life, and the delicate balance of ecosystems all speak of Your wisdom 
and love. Forgive us, Lord, for the ways we have neglected our responsibility to care 
for this world. Open our eyes to the ways we can live more sustainably and with 
greater respect for the earth You have entrusted to us. Help us to be good stewards 
of Your creation, protecting the environment and supporting those who work to do 
the same. May our actions reflect our love for You and for all that You have made. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Conclusion: 

Friends, as we go from this place, let us remember that the earth is the Lord’s and 
everything in it. We are called to care for creation, not as an afterthought, but as a 
core part of our faith. Let us honour God by the way we live, by the choices we 
make, and by how we treat the world He has given us. May we all strive to be 
faithful stewards of God's creation, now and always. Amen. 
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